
 

 

 
Vestry Meeting 

September 15, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Missional Church Statements 
 

“Institutional maintenance is a necessary, but ultimately secondary, function of a 
congregation.  If souls are not transformed and the world is not healed, the congregation 
fails no matter what the treasurer reports… Decisions not growing out of prayer and Bible 
study and worship will be less likely to sustain and nourish the parish as it seeks to carry 
out its primary mission in obedience to the Holy Spirit.” Randolph Ferebee (from 
Cultivating the Missional Church) 
 

“The Church is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who are not 
its members.” William Temple (Archbishop of Canterbury, 1942–1944) 
 

Group Norms 
 

• time permitting, read what’s emailed in advance and come prepared with any responses 
• don’t have side conversations – listen when others are speaking 
• stay on topic 
• speak up during the meeting (don’t wait until the parking lot) 
• direct parishioners’ feedback “appropriately” so they’re heard 

 

Agenda 
 

I. Opening (6:00 p.m.) 
a. Prayers in the Early Evening (BCP 139 or goodshepherdrmt.org/evening/) 

i. Scripture: 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. (Romans 12:4-5) 

b. Missional Church Statement and Group Norms. 
 

II. Reconnecting Update (6:10 p.m.) 
a. Sunday Bible study (8/30) 
b. 8:00 a.m. Service (9/6) 
c. Welcome Home: Delivery of Baked Goods and Hymn Sing (9/13) 
d. Christian Essentials (9/21) 
 

III. Discussion with Bp. Anne Hodges-Copple (6:25 p.m.) 
 

IV. Closing (7:10 p.m.) 
a. Prayers in the Early Evening (BCP 140 or goodshepherdrmt.org/night/) 

i. Scripture (see above) 
b. Adjurn  



Church of the Good Shepherd 
Vestry Minutes 

September 15, 2020 

Present: Bp Anne, Catie Roche, Ben Blackburn, Mary Palmer, Jeannette Belfield, Albert Ervin, 
Jim Curtis, John Mebane, Reuben Harris, Deborah Burnette, Jim Mullen, and Matt Johnson.  

Opening: The Vestry began with Evening Prayer and followed by reading the Missional Church 
Statement and The Group Norms. The minutes from the October meeting were approved.  

Focus Topic: Bishop Anne’s visit  

Bp Anne was told about our first 2 Outdoor Worship Services which seem to be going well, we 
anticipate that the # of attendees will slowly increase.  Bp Anne discussed that the measures 
that are being taken are based on an assumption that an attendee has COVID with the proper 
precautions being taken.  Bp Anne also discussed how the rate of infection #s for each County 
will be the deciding factors regarding indoor worship.  Mary Palmer stated that the concern lies 
more with the pre and post Service times when people may ignore social distancing etc.  

Bible Study has been restarted at 9am on Sunday mornings virtually until we can again gather 
in small groups.  You can find the link in the eshepherd or on our website.  

 Christian Essentials, a new program for adults will hold its first session virtually on Sept 21st, 
prior registration was required as of Sept 14th.  We currently have approximately half a dozen 
participants registered.  

Questions for the Bishop:  Reuben inquired as to how we can have enough data on # of 
attendees at church, monies etc. to let us know how we are doing?  The Bishop acknowledged 
the difficulty right now as well as the importance of data, she mentioned that the Diocese is 
developing a Diocesan wide Dashboard.  Discussion followed.  Deborah brought up a concern 
about a possible negative undercurrent being present, the Bp stated that “there is discomfort 
everywhere” pointing out that it is important that as people disagree we need to 
listen.  Discussion followed. 

Bishop Anne suggested a few things to help increase our sense of Community such as a Grand 
reopening, or a tailgate party.                                            

Matt mentioned that the ordinary business of the Vestry will happen at a second meeting on 
9/22/20 at 6pm. 

The Vestry closed with night prayer at approximately 7:30pm.   

submitted by Mary Palmer, Senior Warden 

 
 


