
 
 
 
 

Marriage at Good Shepherd  
Discernment Process 

 
October 31, 2014 
 
Dear Friends, 

The “Same Sex Marriage Guidelines” for the Diocese of North Carolina say that, although 

the final decision as to whether the marriage of same gender couples can take place at a church 

rests with the rector and vestry,  
This sacred ministry should be entered into only after wide and extended 
communal prayer for discernment; prayerful and thoughtful biblical, theological 
and pastoral study; holy conversation; and listening to the spiritual needs and 
voices of the community of faith and of the world.  

To that end, the vestry and I, using materials from the national church, have planned the 
discernment process detailed on the back of this sheet. These events are intended for those 
who consider themselves a part of the Good Shepherd community or who have a 
connection to this parish. 
 In addition to these gatherings, please feel free to contact me and/or any member of 
the vestry.  The vestry and I may discuss the substance of any one-on-one discussions with 
other vestry members, but we will not share your name without asking for permission.  If 
you would like your one-on-one discussion to be completely confidential, just let the rector 
or vestry member know. 
 I hope this process will facilitate free and open discussion.  That said, I ask that we, as a 
Christian community, choose our words carefully and take care not to say things that are 
needlessly hurtful.  When James wrote to a group of early Christians who were 
experiencing conflict he implored them “Do not speak evil against one another, brothers 
and sisters. Whoever speaks evil against another or judges another, speaks evil against the 
law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge” 
(James 4:11).   
 I continue to pray that throughout this process and after the decision on January 20th 
everyone will feel valued and loved at Good Shepherd.   
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Matthew Johnson, Rector 
 
 

The schedule for the Marriage Discernment Process is on the back of this sheet. 



Sunday Forums (Parish Hall) 
The rector will lead a series of forums in the Parish Hall  
that explores marriage from several perspectives. 

November 9th, 10:10 – 10:50 a.m. 
What makes a marriage Christian? 

November 16th, 10:10 – 10:50 a.m. 
Marriage and Culture 

November 23rd, 10:10 – 10:50 a.m. 
Marriage and the Bible: A Bible Study 

December 7th, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. 
Historical Comparison of Anglican/Episcopal Marriage Liturgies 

 
Discussion Group (Parish Hall) 

Vestry members and the rector will facilitate discussions on a variety of topics regarding 
marriage.  Since the two evenings will cover the same topics, parishioners are encouraged to 
attend one of the two evenings. 
 

December 10th and December 17th, 6:15 – 7:45 p.m.  
(Supper available from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m.) 
Topics: Our experience of grace in relationship 
 Historical Considerations and Questions 
 Changing Norms in Contemporary Context 
 Biblical and Theological Considerations and Questions 
 

Open Sharing with the Vestry (Parlor) 
The vestry (without the rector) will be available in the parlor for individuals or couples to 
come for 5 minutes and share any thoughts/concerns/comments/questions about 
marriage at Good Shepherd.  The vestry will use the time for listening to parishioners 
rather than engaging them in discussion. 
 

January 4th, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. (longer if needed) 
January 7th, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (longer if needed)  

 
 
 
Additional Resources 
These materials will be made available on our website, www.goodshepherdrmt.org.  For a 
printout of a document, please contact Tom Parker in the church office. 

 “Same Sex Marriage Guidelines” for the Diocese of North Carolina. 
 October 13, 2014 statement from Michael Curry, Bishop of North Carolina. 
 October 13, 2014 statement from Matthew Johnson, Rector. 
 October 24, 2014 letter from Matthew Johnson, Rector. 
 “Dearly Beloved. . . A Tool-kit for the Study of Marriage” (contains the materials we’ll 

use for the forums and discussion groups). 

http://www.goodshepherdrmt.org/

