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ANNUAL MEETING 
February 22, 2015 

Agenda 
 

Call to order 

Hymn 645 (vs. 1, 2, 5, 6) 

Opening prayer 

Appointment of parliamentarian 

Appointment of the chief counter 

Ballot #1 

Report from the senior warden 

Hymn 663 (vs. 1-3) 

Prayer 

Ballot #2 (if needed) 

Report from the finance committee 

Hymn 343 

Prayer 

Ballot #3 (if needed) 

Report from the rector 

Ballot #4 (if needed) 

Hymn 708 

Prayer 

Adjourn 
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STATE OF THE PARISH 
Rector’s Report 
  When I arrived at the Church of the Good Shepherd I said that we wouldn’t do anything 
major during my first year – so we just moved out the altar, changed the service times, and 
discussed marriage equality.  Each of these required discernment, much of which took place 
during the interim time, of how we can best use the gifts God has given us as the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR GIFTS 
 One of our greatest gifts is our buildings, and we’ve made a particular effort to be more of a 
gathering place for the community.  As Christians, the most important way we gather is for 
common prayer.  When I came to Good Shepherd I felt very uncomfortable presiding at the 
eucharist with my back to the congregation.  That posture conveys an understanding that the 
priest is an intermediary between the people and God.  As the church has evolved, we’ve come 
to view the priest not as an intermediary who offers a sacrifice on the altar in the “person of 
Christ,” but as one called to preside at the communal eucharistic meal.  With the altar moved 
from the wall, it now functions more as a Holy Table around which we all gather to share in the 
Lord’s Supper.  There were understandable reservations about altering our worship space, but 
the response since the altar was moved has been overwhelmingly positive. 
 We’ve also been blessed to have a large parish hall building.  As part of the effort to utilize 
our space more fully, we’ve welcomed Narcotics Anonymous back to Good Shepherd (they 
meet Sundays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays in a room on the Sunday School hall) and 
we’ve opened our kitchen for Meals on Wheels to use Monday through Friday while their 
kitchen at the hospital is being renovated.   We’ve also offered the fellowship hall for a Red 
Cross blood drive, Down East Partnership conferences, a Kiwanis breakfast, and other 
community events.  I’m especially excited about the outreach committee’s plans to host a 
summer feeding program in the fellowship hall for approximately 50 children who receive 
subsidized lunch at school during the academic year.  More and more Good Shepherd is again 
known as a gathering place for the entire community. 
 While our space is wonderful, our greatest gift is our people.  I had been resistant to 
suggestions that we have two Sunday morning services instead of three, but it was increasingly 
apparent last fall that this congregation would be better served by two Sunday services.  Not 
only does this allow us a fuller and more energetic worship experience, it also makes better use 
of our Sunday morning servers.  Like with the altar, the response to this change has been 
positive. 
 A more difficult effort of discernment was regarding marriage equality.  Shortly after the 
courts ruled in October that same sex marriage was legal, we began a congregational process to 
aid the vestry in deciding whether or not the marriage of same gender couples could take place 
at Good Shepherd.  While I support the prayerful consideration the vestry gave to its decision, I 
have not made a secret of my disappointment over the outcome.  I felt from my first contact 
with Good Shepherd that this is a place where people love and care for one another.  As we 
went through this discernment process I thought that Good Shepherd’s warmth would 
ultimately be more influential than principle, but at this point it wasn’t.  One of the saddest 
moments of my priesthood was when I had to ask the webmaster to remove “provider” from 



4 

the line on our webpage that said we are “an equal opportunity employer and provider” – 
because we’re not.  In denying marriage to same gender couples, we’ve decided not to provide 
a sacrament to a group of people because of who they are.   
 Many have told me that they believe marriage equality will happen at Good Shepherd, but 
that the parish isn’t quite ready yet.  When talking about the decision with a clergy colleague, 
he said that sometimes when the church doesn’t move as quickly as some want, God is saying 
something.  As I’ve listened for what God is telling us in this decision, I’ve realized we have a 
wonderful opportunity to re-vision who we are and who we want to be as the Church of the 
Good Shepherd: What does it mean to be Christian?  What does it mean to be warm, loving, and 
welcoming?  What does it mean for our lives that scripture contains the Word of God?   
 As we went through the marriage discernment process, I had several conversations about 
scripture with parishioners who didn’t agree with me about same gender marriage.  I 
experienced profound holiness during these talks and was reminded of scripture’s power to 
bring people together in the midst of difference.  With that in mind, as we discern a new vision 
for Good Shepherd I would like for us to engage in “A Year of Living Biblically.”1 

 
THE CHURCH: SANCTUARY, HOUSE, AND CLOSET 

 As I’ve mentioned before, a helpful way to conceive of the church is as Sanctuary, House, 
and Closet.  In order to live as Christ would have us live, we need to come together as a 
community in the Sanctuary, we need to gather in small groups (the House), and we need to 
spend one-on-one time with God (the Closet).  For the “Year of Living Biblically,” I would like 
us to be especially intentional about the use of scripture in each of these three settings. 
 
The Sanctuary 
 In several places St. Paul describes the church as the body of Christ, e.g. in his First Letter to 
the Corinthians he says “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it” 
(12:27).  Each of us is part of something bigger than ourselves: the household of God.  It’s 
important that we gather as a community so we can have a fuller experience of the body of 
Christ than is possible individually or in a small group.  The primary way we gather is for the 
Sunday eucharist, during which we collectively hear the scriptures in the readings, in the words 
of the liturgy, and in the music.  Our communal worship life, grounded in scripture, is the 
foundation for everything else we do as the church. 
 While worship will always be our focus, I’d also like for us to grow our offerings of 
communal engagement with scripture outside of the liturgy.  Currently we have Sunday forums 
that are centered on the day’s gospel reading and Wednesday evening series during Advent 
and Lent.  In addition to expanding each of these, we should also explore hosting events such as 
a speaker series on scriptural topics and a weekend retreat with a scriptural theme.   
 At least as important as exploring scriptural texts is living the word.  St. James reminds us to 
“be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves….  If a brother or sister 
is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat 
your fill,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead” (1:22; 2:15-17).  Good Shepherd has a long history of strong 
                                                
1 This comes from a book of the same title by A.J. Jacobs in which he attempts to follow all of the rules in the Old 
Testament for one year.  Although the title is the same, I’m using this phrase somewhat differently than Jacobs. 
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outreach programs, and considering the economic realities in Rocky Mount, outreach is more 
important now than ever.  As part of the “Year of Living Biblically,” I’m asking the outreach 
committee (which is open to anyone) to develop a plan that focuses on empowering those we 
help.  In particular I’ve felt a great deal of energy around feeding the hungry, and I’d like for us 
to have a plan that helps us harness this energy so we’re as effective as possible with our 
feeding programs. 
 
The House 
 For our spirits to be nourished, it is important that we participate in smaller gatherings of 
Christians – as Jesus said, “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them” (Matthew 18:20).  Small groups allow opportunities for personal connection and support 
that aren’t possible in gatherings of the full community.  In the next year I would like to see 
“Emmaus” groups at Good Shepherd.  An Emmaus group is a specific type of small group that 
is structured around four pillars: 

• Spiritual Reflection:  The focus of an Emmaus group is spiritual growth.  Scripture or 
works related to scripture are ideal vehicles to that end. 

• Mutual Care and Support:  Members of an Emmaus group covenant to pray for one 
another daily and to gather weekly for 90 minutes. 

• Worship:  Emmaus groups begin each gathering with a worship experience.  The 
structure for this worship is decided by the group. 

• Service:  Each Emmaus group participates in a joint service project. 
Also, Emmaus groups are led by lay people, have no more than 12 people, and meet for up to 10 
weeks. 
 Small group offerings for children is also vital to the life of a congregation.  This past fall we 
began using the “Feasting on the Word” curriculum, which helps children and youth explore 
one of the scripture readings for the day in Sunday School.  Also, Lawrence Goering and I also 
offer a weekly chapel service for a group of approximately 20 students from the Day School.  
During this chapel time the children hear a children’s version of a bible story, then we discuss 
the story’s lesson and how to put it into practice. 
 In the next year I want us to begin planning for “Catechesis of the Good Shepherd” (CGS).  
CGS is a Montessori based approach to the religious formation of children.  Each week children 
come together in an “atrium” to explore a story from the bible or a liturgical practice.  The 
organization’s website offers several illustrations of how “in an atrium the child can ponder a 
biblical passage or a prayer from the liturgy,” for example, “by taking the material for that text 
and working with it – placing wood figures of sheep in a sheepfold of the Good Shepherd, 
setting sculpted apostles around a Last Supper table, or preparing a small altar with the 
furnishings used for the Eucharist. Older children who do read often copy parables from the 
Bible, lay in order written prayers from the rite of baptism, or label a long time line showing the 
history of the kingdom of God.”   
 CGS requires a strong commitment from the church and from parents of children, but the 
rewards are immense.  I have been amazed to witness the spiritual nourishment and depth of 
children who participate in CGS, as well as the inspiration it brings to families and 
“catechesists” (the term used for the adult who leads an atrium).  The closest church that offers 
CGS is in Durham, so CGS at Good Shepherd would be a transformative offering not only for 
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our children and the children of our Day School, but also for children in Rocky Mount and the 
surrounding areas. 
 
Closet 
 Jesus commends the one-on-one experience with God, saying “whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:6).  For our relationship with Christ to deepen, it is 
important that we pray and read the scriptures daily.  There are a multitude of resources to help 
people develop a spiritual discipline, and the church can make more of these aids known and 
available.  As a complement to offering resources, I encourage us to talk more about our 
personal disciplines.  In being more open about our successes as well as our difficulties in 
forming and maintaining individual spiritual practices, we can support one another to be more 
open to God’s presence within each of us. 
 Another aspect to the “closet” is pastoral care.  St. Paul reminds us to “bear one another's 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).  Pastoral care is a 
particular passion of mine and something I plan to devote much more time to.  It is vital that we 
do everything possible to tend to those who can’t gather with us so every individual in this 
parish knows that he or she is still a loved member of our parish family.  One of the qualities 
that drew me to Good Shepherd was the care you provide one another, especially in trying 
times.  We have wonderful ministries that we need to continue supporting so they will flourish 
and grow.  I would especially like to add to the number of Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs).  
LEVs take the communion directly from a Sunday service to someone who isn’t able to be at 
church.  In partaking of the same communion that the parish shared that day, the parishioner 
visited can spiritually and bodily experience his or her connection to the Body of Christ at Good 
Shepherd.  As St. Paul says, “because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we 
all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17).  We currently have four regular LEVs, and I 
hope to at least double that number in the next year so that our “shut-ins” can have communion 
more regularly.   
  

CONCLUSION 
 Not everything I’ve outlined here can happen in one “Year of Living Biblically,” but I hope 
my thoughts will assist us as we develop a more concrete vision for the Church of the Good 
Shepherd.  I also hope that a more specific vision of who God would have us be will help us to 
grow our budget.  Our current financial resources will allow us to maintain our current level of 
parish activity but not to expand our offerings.  A reality of the world is that things cost money.  
While many ideas are “free,” the resources and organization to implement them require funds 
and personnel that we don’t have.   
 At the end of the day, it’s all about relationships: our relationship with Christ, our 
relationship with one another, our relationship with ourselves, and our relationship with all 
creation.  This is a fantastic parish, and you are genuinely loving people.  We do have growing 
edges, as does every church, but I’m extremely hopeful about our future.  Thank you for being a 
part of the Church of the Good Shepherd – I’m glad you and I are here together. 
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Senior Warden’s Report 
 This has been another momentous year in the life of the Church of the Good Shepherd. I 
continue to give thanks for the spirit of Christ working in our midst. This year has been filled 
with challenges for all of us. We began the year with a new interim priest: Cathy Deats took us 
to the finish line where we began a new chapter with a new spiritual leader. We welcomed 
Matthew and Katharina Johnson and their daughter Elli into our family. This, of course, 
brought with it new challenges. Matt helped us to look at ourselves in new ways. He challenged 
us to see what God is calling us to do. Matt continues to challenge us, and we continue to seek 
to discern what our call is. 
 We have been challenged in a personal way when we look back to see how many of our 
members have died. These deaths have made a profound difference to us in our lives as well as 
in the life of our church. However, I look at this congregation and I am almost overwhelmed 
with gratitude at the way each of you has met these challenges. I have been supported by all of 
you as we have faced difficult times during our year together. 
 In looking back over the last 12 months, I see how much has changed. Our worship space 
has always been a source of pride for members. When I thought about the possibility of 
changing our space, I must admit that I had reservations. Nevertheless, our Buildings and 
Grounds commission met over many weeks and came up with a plan that made our space even 
more inviting. That same group of people were again called upon to deal with a flooded office 
space. Again they rose to the challenge. Then there was the old hallway with damaged walls. 
Once more, money was found, and needed repairs were made. 
 Our church has a long history of being a leader in this city when it comes to meeting the 
needs of people who have no one to turn to. We as a congregation meet that challenge. We open 
the doors of our church on four nights of the week and provide meeting space for people who 
are dealing with substance abuse. This is something that I want each of you to be proud of. Our 
church began a feeding program to provide snack bags so that people could have a small meal 
once a day. That program grew to include grocery bags for households who struggle to make 
ends meet. We were asked by the Meals-on-Wheels program to allow them to use our facility to 
prepare food for individuals who have no way to get a nourishing meal. Recently, the Conetoe 
Family Life Center invited us to support and help the wider community. In each situation, our 
congregation accepted the call. 
 As an integral part of Good Shepherd, our young people do not sit by idly and watch when 
there are needs to be met. This year the young people took action and helped others who had 
no place to call home. Our youth know the meaning of loving one’s neighbor as one’s self. 
 As I leave my position as Senior Warden I am so thankful to all of the church members and 
to our vestry. Each of you has supported me, and you have helped me in ways for which I shall 
always be grateful. 

-Submitted by Jim Curtis, Senior Warden 
 
Summary of Vestry Acts 
 To be added at a later date. 
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Selected Figures from the Parochial Report 
Membership 
Membership reported in 2013 496 
Increases during 2014 18 
Decreases during 2014 19 
Membership for 2014 495 
All communicants in good standing* 499 
 Those under 18 84 
Others who are active 43  
*All baptized members of the reporting congregation, who “have received Holy Communion at 
least three times during the preceding year” and are faithful “in corporate worship, unless for 
good cause prevented,” and “in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of 
God.” 
 
Services 
Average Sunday attendance 161  
Easter Sunday attendance  383 
Total Saturday evening and  
 Sunday Eucharists  123 
Total weekday Eucharists  92 
Total private Eucharists  46 
Daily Offices held on Sunday  7 
Daily Offices held on weekdays  173 
Marriages conducted in 2014  1 
Funerals conducted in 2014  14 
Baptisms (over 16 years-old)  0 
Baptisms (under 16 years-old)  0 
Confirmations (over 16 years-old)  0 
Confirmations (under 16 years-old)  0 
Received by a bishop  4 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
 
Adult Christian Education 
 In 2014 Adult Christian Education focused on Wednesday evening and Sunday morning 
offerings.  During Lent and Easter there was a series based on A Place at the Table.  This program 
shed light on the realities of hunger among children in America and explored possible reasons 
why we have not been successful as a nation in addressing this plight.  Attendance was quite 
high for the Lent portion of the series, and it was apparent that there is a great deal of energy at 
Good Shepherd about how we can respond to local hunger.  For adult Sunday School there 
were a variety of forums: bible studies of the day’s gospel passage, exploration of Bach’s 
passions, presentations on liturgical space (e.g. how it has changed through the centuries and 
what those changes communicate), and information sessions about the proposed columbarium. 
 The fall 2014 Sunday morning time was been divided between discussions of the gospel 
passage for the day (using guides from St. Stephen’s, Richmond), and exploration of the nature 
of marriage (part of the discernment process regarding the possibility of same sex marriage at 
Good Shepherd).  Over four Sundays the marriage forums, which were adapted from Dearly 
Beloved. . . A toolkit for the study of marriage, covered: what makes a marriage Christian?, marriage 
and culture, marriage and the bible, and historical comparison of Anglican/Episcopal marriage 
liturgies.  Instead of a series during Advent, two marriage discussion groups took place that 
examined our experience of grace in relationship, historical considerations and questions, 
changing norms in contemporary context, and biblical and theological considerations and 
questions.   
 
Children’s Ministry 
 From early January to mid-May, the children gathered in the day school cafeteria and used 
the Beginner’s Bible: Timeless Children’s Stories, by Kelly Pulley, to focus on a different bible story 
each week.   
 Children’s Christian Formation did not meet during the summer and then resumed in mid-
September.  For the fall classes returned to the upstairs Sunday School rooms and were split 
into two groups: age three - grade 1 and grades 2 - 5.  They began using the Feasting on the Word 
curriculum, which follows the scriptures used in the Holy Eucharist.  Each week after the 
scripture was read, an age appropriate activity and/or game followed to reinforce the lesson. 
Focusing on the scriptures heard during that day’s liturgy has helped families explore the 
readings together at home.  
 The children’s classes were taught by ten adults in the parish under the leadership of Jeanne 
Shannon and the Rev. Matthew R. Johnson.  Also, once a month the youth helped teach the 
children with the assistance of the adults.   

-Submitted by Jeanne Shannon, Interim Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries 
 
Day School 
 Good Shepherd Day School experienced a prosperous year in 2014, full of exciting 
happenings and teachable moments.  In October we bid farewell to our beloved board chair, 
Jamie Wilson, and her family as they ventured on Knoxville, TN. As board chair Jamie led the 
Day School to many opportune places in the realm of early childhood education.  Jamie’s desire 
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to help the day school succeed was proven in her willingness to take on the challenge as board 
chair. We are exceptionally grateful for her service to our day school and miss her dearly.  
 The staff at Good Shepherd Day School strives for excellence in their teaching.  To support 
staff who wish to further their education, the Day School board continues to apply for funds 
from the T.E.A.C.H. scholarship program.  This program pays half the cost of tuition and books 
for teachers’ continued education, and the Day School pays the other half.  In the year of 2014, 
Director Shawanda Jordan successfully completed her Bachelor of Science in Educational 
Studies.  In addition, Assistant Director Ms. Catherine Dickens completed her Associate’s 
Degree in Early Childhood Education.  The day school is exceptionally close to having seventy 
five percent of the teachers with an associate’s degree or higher – one hundred percent is the 
ultimate goal.  
 Financially, there were few unplanned expenses in 2014, and the Day School exceeded 
revenue expectations.  Enrollment was consistently higher than the projected numbers, and a 
total of $2,018.71 was received through fundraising.  Fundraising initiatives included the Day 
School auction, Lenten dinner sale, and participation in the Healthy Kids collaborative project, 
Shape NC.  
 The Day School remains superior in sanitation (a difficulty for many preschools), and it 
continues to uphold a stellar reputation as a four-star childcare center. With the increased 
education of the Day School teachers, higher programmatic scores, and the implementation of 
the “creative curriculum,” the Day School expects to earn a five-star rating during the next 
license assessment.   
 We also are appreciative to our parishioners who kindly support us and welcome us each 
day into the church and parish hall.  How quiet these halls and classrooms would be without 
us!  Over the last 56+ years, many children and families have come through these doors. The 
sound of children laughing, singing and growing in our Day School is refreshing.  It is our 
divine duty and pleasure to make the most of every teachable moment, leaving an everlasting, 
positive, and loving impression in the lives of our families.   
 We are always looking to grow our Advisory Board with church members.  If you are 
interested in serving on the board or in volunteering in our Day School, please contact 
Shawanda Jordan at 252-442-1092 or gsdayschool1@gmail.com. 
 Highlights of 2014 

• We participated in several Healthy Kids programs of the Down East Partnership for 
Children, including Shape NC (Nutrition and Physical Activity Self-Assessment for 
Childcare Centers).  

• Day School parents participated in several work days, assisting with projects and 
improvements of the buildings and grounds. 

• We graduated eight Pre-K students and sent them with good wishes off to kindergarten. 
• The 3, 4, and 5 year-old classes participated in monthly storytelling at Braswell 

Memorial Library. 
• The Day School held its annual family fun day on the playground of Good Shepherd 

and enjoyed fellowshipping and bonding.  
• At Thanksgiving, parents were invited to share a traditional Thanksgiving lunch with 

their child. Each family was asked to make a donation of three canned foods, and as a 
result we were able to deliver three food boxes to families in our community.  
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• At Christmas, the school sponsored a tree for warmth to collect hats and gloves for those 
living at the Bassett Center, and teachers volunteered their time at the soup kitchen. 

-Submitted by Shawanda Jordan, Day School Director 
 
Youth Ministry 
 From January until mid-May 2014 the youth met on Sunday mornings under the leadership 
of the interim assistant rector, the Rev. Amy Huacani.  Many topics were covered in their time 
together, from prayer to technology.  
 Youth Christian Formation did not meet during the summer and then resumed in mid-
September.  Most weeks the youth met in the youth room upstairs for Sunday School with 
various parents from the parish.  Generally they followed the Feasting on the Word curriculum 
(see Children’s ministry), but they also discussed NOOMA videos and other faith topics.   
 Beginning in October, the youth have also been helping teach the children in Sunday School 
on the first Sunday of most months.  This has been a great leadership development opportunity 
for them. They also participated in several outreach projects including assembling boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child, packing Snack Bags, providing activities for children at the Bassett 
Center, and ringing bells for the Salvation Army Christmas collection at Harris Teeter. 

-Submitted by Jeanne Shannon, Interim Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries  
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PARISH LIFE 
 
Hospitality Guild 
 The Hospitality Guild assists with food preparation for many Good Shepherd events, and it 
focuses on creating a welcoming environment for everyone through fellowship.  In 2014, we 
hosted receptions for our outgoing clergy, and we welcomed our new rector and his family 
with a brunch in March.  Other activities included: 

• Winter “Sip-n-Dip” hosted by Ken and Deborah Burnette 
• Cocktail buffet for the search committee in March 
• Lenten dinners in March and April 
• Mardi Gras dinner with mask making for kids 
• Reception for Cathy Deats 
• “Sip-n-Dip” in May hosted by Pam and Mike Evans 
• Reception for Amy Huacani in June 
• Wonderful Wednesday dinners during Lent 
• Homecoming Picnic (coordinated with the men’s group) in September. 

We also coordinated the reception for Matt’s installation in November, which was a very special 
evening.  The parish hall was transformed for the event thanks to H.I. Tharrington, Mark Brown 
and Hal Peck.   The Parish Soiree in October was another wonderful night and a great success. 
Food was catered by Wendy Kornegay. 
 A new offering this year was the organization of a Meal Train.  This utilizes the church’s 
website and directory so volunteers can coordinate meals for families in need. 
 This year the parish kitchen was professionally steam cleaned and many items that were not 
in use were donated to Habitat for Humanity. 
 This guild also includes the Welcoming Ministry, which organizes greeters on Sundays, 
signage, brochures, nametags, stickers, magnets, newspaper listings, and the welcome board. 
 The Hospitality Guild is always looking for volunteers to help in any capacity to keep our 
church warm and welcoming to all. 

-Submitted by Emily Bondy 
 
Music Program 
 Many parishioners make musical offerings as members of the Cherub Choir, the Alleluia 
Choir, the Good Shepherd Choir and the Good Shepherd Funeral Choir – with an age span of 
eighty years among participants.  The Cherub, Alleluia and Good Shepherd choirs rehearse 
weekly September through May and the Good Shepherd Choir maintains a lighter rehearsal 
schedule throughout the summer months. 
 We always welcome new members in any of our choirs.  To join a choir, call Lawrence 
Goering at 442-1134 ext. 224, or simply attend a rehearsal.  

• The Cherub Choir is open to all children four years old through first grade and 
rehearses on Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  This choir sings in worship 
several times each year and at the Mother’s Day Dinner Theatre.   

• The Alleluia Choir is open to all children in second through eighth grades (first grade 
with excellent reading ability) and rehearses on Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  



13 

This choir sings in worship about fifteen times each year and at the Mother’s Day Dinner 
Theatre.   

• The Good Shepherd Choir is open to adults and high school students.  This choir 
rehearses on Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on Sunday mornings at 9:45 
a.m., and it sings at the 10:30 a.m. service each week.  During the summer, the choir 
rehearses on Sunday mornings prior to the service.  The choir also sings at additional 
services throughout the year such as Thanksgiving Eve, Lessons and Carols, Christmas 
Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and choral evensongs. 

• The Good Shepherd Funeral Choir is open to adults who are interested in helping lead 
hymns and service music at funerals.  The choir usually rehearses for twenty to thirty 
minutes an hour prior to funeral services. 

 Music At Good Shepherd is a series of special services and concerts offered throughout the 
year.  The series is supported by the Friends of Music at Good Shepherd – a group that has 
grown to more than seventy-five members.  During the past several years, highlights of the 
series have included a concert by the Virginia Girls Choir, evensongs sung by the Good 
Shepherd Choir and guest choirs including the choir of the Saint James School (Maryland) and 
the Raleigh Convocation Choir, the annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols sung by the 
Alleluia and Good Shepherd choirs, the annual Mother’s Day Dinner Theatre, concerts by the 
North Carolina Baroque Orchestra, a concert by Elisabeth von Trapp, a concert by Svyati (a cello 
and organ duo from England), a concert by the choir of St. Ambrose Episcopal Church 
(Raleigh), a concert by internationally renowned trumpeter Edward Bach, and internationally 
renowned organist Dorothy Papadakos in concert and improvising to several silent films.  The 
2014-2015 series continues with a Meditation on the Passion of Christ with Carols on Palm 
Sunday, evensong sung by the Schola Cantorum of the Diocese of East Carolina on Good 
Shepherd Sunday, and our annual Mother’s Day Dinner Theatre. The offering from our annual 
service of Lessons and Carols raised funds for outreach ministries in our community. 
 The generous sharing of time, talent, and treasure by many parishioners makes our music 
program possible.  In addition to those who are members of the choirs and the friends’ 
organization, others contribute by cataloging and managing the music library, playing 
instruments in worship, helping publicize musical events, providing refreshments and dinners 
after choir rehearsals, and providing receptions after musical events. 
 Every member of the congregation is a part of the music program through the singing of 
hymns, psalms, and service music.  Thanks to all who help us sing God’s praise at Good 
Shepherd. 

When in our music God is glorified, 
and adoration leaves no room for pride, 

it is as though the whole creation cried Alleluia! 
              - F. Pratt Green 
               (Hymnal, #420)  

-Submitted by Lawrence Goering, Organist and Choir Director 
 
Outreach Commission 
 The purpose of the Outreach Commission of the Church of the Good Shepherd is to provide 
opportunities for our congregation to lovingly serve, according to their passions and their 
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abilities, people in need. We meet this purpose by being informed about efforts to address 
issues currently facing our community, educating the congregation about the needs of our 
community and beyond, empowering our members to make a difference where they see the 
need, and organizing and hosting activities and programs that fulfill this purpose. 
 In 2014, the Outreach Commission provided financial support to community organizations 
including My Sister’s House, People of Faith-Filling in the Gaps (POF-FIGS), Tar River Mission 
Clinic and United Community Ministries. 
 The Outreach Commission continued to operate the Snack Bag program.  New procedures 
of operations were put into place to help this ministry to be more sustainable and efficient.  
Bags were packed through partnership with UCM, youth and adults of the church, and several 
area organizations and companies throughout the year. Through the gifts and time contributed 
by parishioners, the Church of the Good Shepherd provided bags on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays to neighbors in need.   
 The number of Thanksgiving Dinners given to needy families through the Bassett Center 
nearly doubled from the previous two years.  There was also an increase in the number of 
parishioners who participated in giving gifts to the Christmas Stars Program.  The gifts were 
given to area children in need. 
 Outreach continued to support the Conetoe Family Life Center through several projects 
during the year.  The commission also partnered with UCM and the United Way in an effort to 
find homes suitable or that could be made suitable to house homeless families. 

-Submitted by Ron Sowers 
 
Worship Commission 
 The purpose of the Worship Commission is to advise the rector and facilitate the worship of 
God by the people of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 
 Sunday morning Eucharistic services are held at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m..  Wednesday 
Communion services are celebrated at 7:30 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.  There are lay readers and 
chalice bearers available for services every Sunday.  The Wednesday services also have readers 
who serve on a rotating schedule. Morning Prayer is offered daily at 7:30 a.m. four days a week, 
and the office of Compline is read Monday through Friday at the home of the reader.  
 Throughout the year, services of Holy Baptism, Confirmation, the Celebration and Blessing 
of a Marriage and the Burial of the Dead are performed as needed.  Other notable services 
include the celebration of St. Francis Day, with the blessing of the animals, a Eucharistic service 
commemorating All Saints Day, and a Thanksgiving Eve service.  Two additional services of 
evensong, one offered by a guest choir, and one sung by the adult choir of the church, are held 
in the winter/spring of the year.  The Church of the Good Shepherd provides the traditional 
observances on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil service. 
The Easter Vigil service begins at 6:30 a.m. Easter morning and is followed by an elegant 
brunch.  The Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols, held in the evening on the Third 
Sunday of Advent, has become a tradition. 
 In general, members of the Worship Commission are responsible for every aspect of 
worship at the Church of the Good Shepherd.  The upcoming services are discussed at the 
monthly meeting.  The Altar Guild representatives see to it that the altar, the chancel and the 
nave are adorned with the proper accoutrements, hangings and flowers.  The organist/choir 
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director lines up appropriate music, and he ensures that the musicians and choristers have 
thoroughly rehearsed the pieces.  A member of the Worship Commission organizes liturgical 
schedules and issues them to the volunteers one month in advance.  The acolyte master helps 
the well-trained acolytes during the service when necessary. 
 As questions and concerns regarding worship arise from people in the congregation, 
members of the Worship Commission discuss the issues and situations with the rector.  The 
Worship Commission strives to maintain the rich Episcopal traditions of the past, while looking 
to the future. 
 With the number of clergy who have been at Good Shepherd in the last two years, there 
have been several minor changes to our manner of worship.  Also, in October 2014 the altar was 
moved from the wall, and in November 2014 the Sunday worship schedule changed from 8:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Now that our rector, space, and times 
are established, we’ve placed special emphasis on training of all liturgical ministers, including 
acolytes, readers, and chalice bearers, so that our liturgical practice is consistent. 
 Members of the Worship Commission in 2014 included the following: The Reverend Cathy 
Deats, Interim Rector; the Reverend Matt Johnson, Rector; Lawrence Goering, Organist and 
Choir Director; Gail Jenkins; Frank Meadows (Coordinator of Readers and Chalice Bearers; 
Howard Weeks, Acolyte Master; Pat Weeks, Altar Guild Chair; Kathy Wood; and Jim Ashby, 
Vestry Liaison. 

-Submitted by Howard Weeks 
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PARISH RESOURCES 
 
Buildings and Grounds Commission 
 Over the course of 2014, the Buildings and Grounds Commission continued its function of 
keeping and improving the parish’s real property.  The commission meets on the last 
Wednesday of each month at 12:15 p.m. in the library, off the parish hall lobby.  Commissioners 
are in frequent touch with one another between meetings as the need to discuss issues arises.  
Should you wish to bring a matter to the commission’s attention, any of the members will be 
pleased to hear from you at any time. 
 Most of the commission’s work focuses on repairs and maintenance, from one  corner of the 
church yard to the other, from the basements to the roofs.  Good Shepherd’s buildings form a 
sprawling complex that has evolved from the church construction in 1873 to the latest addition, 
the parish hall of 1997.  The varied character of the buildings embodies that long history, and 
keeping them up requires personal involvement, detailed effort, and a large dose of TLC.  
Volunteers from the parish perform the work whenever possible.  When volunteers cannot do 
the job, the commission hires professional contractors to do such tasks as roof replacement or 
heating and cooling plant repair.  Good Shepherd’s buildings have nine roofs and twenty-six 
HVAC systems and units, so each year brings quite a bit of need for attention to them as well as 
to all other aspects of the facilities.  Upkeep at Good Shepherd is continuously occurring. 
 Activities in 2014 included: 

• Repaired and painted the plaster in the hallway outside the sacristy after sealcoating the 
outside wall. 

• Made repairs to the HVAC system of the church. 
• Completed the project to separate the altar from the altar screen, including adding detail 

to the altar screen, re-flooring the area, and staining all elements to match existing 
features. 

• Maintained regular termite inspections. 
• Repaired old termite damage to the decorative wood braces in the baptismal area. 
• Made repairs on several of the exterior wooden doors. 
• Reviewed, discussed and commented to the vestry on plans for the new columbarium to 

be built in 2015. 
• Seal coated and restriped the parking lot. 
• Installed a camera system to allow overflow services to be viewed as well as heard in the 

parish hall. 
• Cleaned and sanitized the kitchen. 
• Installed an additional speaker for the benefit of the choir. 
• Changed the doors, locks and adjusted the security system so the second floor of the 

1960 building could be used during off hours. 
• Monitored the alarm calls to the church property. 

 The commission has been asked to develop a one, five and ten year maintenance plan for 
our facilities and will be working on that throughout the year. 
 Due to the fact false alarms carry a fine after the first three false alarms each calendar year, 
the commission asks that anyone who needs access to the facility during             non-regular 
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hours be sure to contact Tom Parker to receive training on turning off the facility wide burglar 
alarm system. 
 We would like to thank all parishioners who lent a hand with the various 2014 projects.  
2015 will be another active year for the Buildings and Grounds Commission,  as upkeep always 
continues.  Should you wish to be a part of this vital and vibrant ministry in our parish, please 
get in touch with a commissioner.  There is always more work to do than there are hands to do 
it, so there is a place and a welcome for you. 
 2014 Members were Dillon Rose (chair), John Bonner, Louis Booth,  Keith Harris,  Ted 
Sherburne,  John Thorp,  Jim Curtis, Al Hicks and John Mebane. 

-Submitted by Dillon Rose 
 
Finance Committee  
 The Finance Committee meets monthly and consists of the rector, the treasurer, a vestry 
liaison and members of the church appointed by the vestry.  The Finance Committee met eleven 
times in 2014 to review financial statements and make recommendations to the vestry.   
 During the year, the Finance Committee created a new policy regarding designated gifts to 
ensure that donor’s wishes for gifts are respected and accepted accounting procedures are 
followed.  The policy was approved by the vestry.    
 
2014 Financial Review 
 The church is financially strong with no outstanding debt.  We also have the benefit of 
investment income from the Stewardship Trust and other bequests.   However,  before year-end 
adjustments and transfers from reserve funds, expenses exceeded revenues for the second 
consecutive year.   Unanticipated and higher than planned expenses related to building repairs, 
office equipment, and lower non-pledged contributions created a deficit of approximately 
$22,000.  In addition, the reduced income pledged caused some normally budgeted expenses, 
such as outreach and building repairs, to be paid from designated funds for those purposes.  
One-time personnel expenses related to the transition between interim and our new rector also 
increased expenses.    
 On a positive note, needed improvements to the sound system in the sanctuary,  the front-
facing altar construction, and significant outreach activities were made possible by special 
donations and designated funds.   
 
2015 Pledged Income 
 The church is still receiving outstanding pledges; however, the pledged income for 2015 (as 
of February 9, 2015) is $336,060 or a 6.3% reduction of total pledges over 2014.  The breakdown 
of pledges does provide some positive highlights: Increased pledges were received from 30% of 
our parishioners, and eight new pledges were received.  Of the total number of families and 
individuals pledging in 2014, approximately one-third maintained their existing pledge levels, 
and only 4.5% pledged reduced amounts.  
 Unfortunately, roughly 15% of 2014 pledge contributors have not returned pledges for 2015, 
in addition to other pledge contributors lost to death, relocation or significant illness.   Again, 
we continue to receive pledges and will, with God’s help, receive responses from some of those 
who have not responded. 
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 Although the decreased giving will be somewhat offset by an increased contribution from 
the Stewardship Trust (which will rise approximately 15% in 2015 to $71,000), most budget line 
items need to remain the same or be reduced in 2015 in order to have a balanced budget. 
 This significant increase in Stewardship Trust income is made possible by a bequest to Good 
Shepherd in the estate of a long-time parishioner.   These planned gifts can have a powerful 
impact on the ability of the church to grow its ministry,  offering perpetual income that is not 
dependent on yearly pledge income changes.  
 Significant pressure will continue to be placed on the church’s funds from changing 
employee benefits rules and Episcopal Church policies, maintenance of our property and 
utilities costs.  More importantly, if the rector, vestry, staff and members of the parish undertake 
expanded and new ministries in outreach, youth activities, music and congregational 
development, additional funds will be needed.  Again, from pledges, those funds do not appear 
available in 2015.   
 The Finance Committee will support the rector and vestry in 2015,  ensuring the most 
productive use of the financial resources that God has provided for the mission of Good 
Shepherd and in managing expenses as carefully as possible.   

-Submitted by Bill Walker, Chair 



 

 

Church Statement of Assets and Liabilities 12/31/2014 

 
 
Statement of Income and Expenses 12/31/2014 (and Comparisons) 
 
 
  

Assets 12/31/2014
Cash and Investments 235,281$                                                      
Receivables 10,073$                                                        
Property and Equipment 7,189,540$                                                  
Stewardship Trust Assets 1,625,401$                                                  

Total Assets 9,060,295$                                                  

Liabilities & Fund Balances
Prepaid 2015 Pledges 39,936$                                                        
Insurance Payable 34$                                                                 
Note Payable to Stewardship Trust 2,000$                                                           
Total Liabilities 41,970$                                                        

Prior Fund Balance 1,365$                                                           
2014 Deficit (21,925)$                                                       
Designated Funds Balance 266,770$                                                      
Property Fund Balance 7,146,714$                                                  
Total Stewardship Trust Fund Balance 1,625,401$                                                  
Total Fund Balance 9,018,325$                                                  

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 9,060,295$                                                  

 2014 Budget  2014 Actual 

 
Under/Over 

Budget 
 2013 

Actual 
 2014/2013 

change 
Revenues
Current Year Pledges 354,243$            353,501$        -0.2% 350,424$    1%
Prior Year Pledges 2,000$                 1,140$             -75.4% 7,698$         -85%
General Fund Unpledged 32,000$               21,838$          -46.5% 32,263$      -32%
Plate Offerings 7,500$                 7,048$             -6.4% 5,741$         23%
Fundraiser/Miscellaneous 9,398$                 12,823$          26.7% 17,283$      -26%
Endowment Income 60,000$               60,000$          0.0% 52,000$      15%

465,141$            456,350$        -1.9% 465,409$    -2%

Expenses
Personnel 287,427 272,201 -6% 286,439      -5%
Building and Grounds 27,200$               44,010$          38% 24,752$      78%
Diocesan Support 53,490$               53,490$          0% 51,254$      4%
Utilities 43,000$               45,454$          5% 43,357$      5%
Other Administrative 29,175$               37,589$          22% 25,252$      49%
Insurance 27,000$               31,100$          13% 38,923$      -20%
Worship 10,074$               8,536$             -18% 8,516$         0%
Other Congregational Commissions 6,500$                 5,994$             -8% 4,446$         35%
Christian Education 3,500$                 3,737$             6% 1,878$         99%
Outreach 2,400$                 4,964$             52% 15,435$      -68%
Day School Reimbursement (24,625)$             (28,800)$         14% (20,800)$     38%

  
Total Expenses 465,141$            478,275$        3% 479,452$    0%

  
Net Revenue over Expenses $0 (21,925)$          (14,043)$     
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Stewardship Trust 
 The Good Shepherd Stewardship Trust was created to manage the trust funds given for the 
benefit of the Church of the Good Shepherd.  There are six voting members, appointed by the 
vestry to serve a three year term, and eligible to serve three consecutive terms.  The church 
treasurer is also a voting member, and the rector and senior warden are non-voting members.  
The trust meets quarterly, and its fiscal year ends September 30.    
 Retiring members of the Trust in 2014 are Caroline High and Bruce Daughtry, who each 
served for nine years.  The vestry will be appointing two new members to serve an initial three 
year term this year.   The remaining voting members are Virginia Grochowski, Lucy Rose, 
Frank Meadows (Trust Secretary-Treasurer), Reuben Harris (Trust Chairman), and Louis Weeks 
(Church Treasurer). 
 As of September 30, 2014, assets held and managed by the trust were $1,548,533 of which 
$1,144,249 were endowment funds and $404,284 were in the Spruill fund.  In addition, the trust 
also manages a building and grounds fund and a music fund, with balances as of September 30, 
2014, of $15,647 and $31,231 respectively.   The return on the invested trust funds for the year 
was 4.49%.  
 The trust distributed $60,000 of income to the church in 2014.  In addition, at the request of 
the rector and vestry, the trust made a special advance of $50,600 to the church to be used to pay 
for deferred maintenance to the church property.   The recommended distribution to the church 
for 2015 is $71,000. 

-Submitted by Reuben Harris, Chair 
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PASTORAL CARE 
 
Encouragement Ministry 
 The Encouragement Ministry is a group of parishioners who provide prayer and support for 
any individual and their loved ones on our church’s prayer list.  At this time, six parishioners 
participate in this ministry of encouraging those on our prayer list by writing notes and 
sometimes calling or visiting.  In 2014, approximately 528 notes were written. The group meets 
the third Wednesday of each month to divide the names on the prayer list and get addresses.  
Additional participants are welcome and encouraged.  These contacts let recipients know about 
our prayers on their behalf and of our concern and support for their current needs.  The 
feedback from recipients of this ministry has been exceptionally positive. 

-Submitted by Boo White 
 
Knitting Group 
 In 2002, we began knitting for the Seamen’s Church Institute’s program Christmas at Sea for 
mariners.  SCI, established in 1834, is a voluntary agency affiliated with the Episcopal Church 
that provides pastoral care, maritime education and legal advocacy services for the merchant 
marines.  In November of this year, we delivered over 160 items alone to this ministry. 
 We continue to make blankets for the newborns at Good Shepherd.  We enjoy this as it 
warms our hearts to give these gifts to our little ones.  Also, the shawls in the Tempie Griffin 
Booth Memorial Shawl Basket are used almost every Sunday.  We make these lovely hand-
knitted shawls available to those who feel chilly in church. 
 Our group has grown since 2002; we added new members who meet with us weekly, and 
we have a few home knitters as well.  However, in 2014 our membership decreased, as did our 
production and scope.  But we were still about to produce and donate the following: 

• 15 Seamen’s Institute sets (hat, scarves, vest) 
• 1 helmet 
• 9 sweaters for Third World Country Children 
• 3 scarves and 10 hats for Crisis Ministry for Homeless 
• 7 children’s sweaters and 11 hats for the South Rocky Mount Church  

Clothes Closet 
• 1 hat and 5 scarves for My Sister’s House 
• 1 cancer set 
• 23 cancer hats 
• 2 baby blankets for the Pregnancy Care Center 
• 2 baby blankets for newborns at Good Shepherd 
• 4 lap robes for members of Good Shepherd 

 We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the church parlor.  We welcome visitors and new 
members.  If you would like to learn to knit, we are very happy to teach you.  If you’d like to 
knit at home from our supplies, we have directions for our projects.   

-Submitted by Elsie Crisp 
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Pastoral Care Commission  
Your commission has been hard at work over the last 12 months. The commission meets 

monthly to confer about the physical and spiritual needs of people in our congregation and 
those who may not be members of our parish but who are known to us. The commission sees 
that people who are homebound or otherwise unable to attend church can have communion 
and flowers taken to them.  

The information collected by the commission is kept confidential. The members understand 
that sometimes a member needs a person to whom they can go to share information and know 
that the information is kept in confidence. 

The commission has been busy over the last year in meeting the needs of people who have 
lost family members due to death. Commission members also visit parishioners in hospitals and 
care facilities. The group is in need of additional volunteers who would be willing to take 
communion to members who are unable to worship with us. 

-Submitted by Jim Curtis 
 
Pastor’s Aid Ministry 
 The Pastor’s Aid ministry has 29 people who consider it a privilege to be able to help 
parishioners during a time of particular need. We have served receptions or meals at eight 
funerals. In addition we strive to take meals as needed to people when they are recuperating 
from hospital stays, having a baby, etc. In addition, we try to identify families who need a little 
help on a long-term basis, and we do our best to take them meals and stay for visits. We are all 
committed to this ministry of nurturing, and we always welcome new people who would like to 
join us.  

-Submitted by Riki Mottershead 
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2015 VESTRY NOMINATIONS 
 
 

Sallie Colston 
 

I was born in Goldsboro, NC where I attended St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church at which I was christened, 
confirmed and married. As an youth I served as an 
acolyte and was active in the youth programs,  
attending Happening.  As a teen I worked at the St. 
Stephen’s soup kitchen many a Saturday serving lunch.  
 

I came to Rocky Mount in 1998 after marrying a Rocky 
Mount native,  Jon Colston. Our daughter Caroline was 

born here in April of 2005 and Laddie Crisp came and gave us communion and blessed her. He 
still remembers her every year with a card.  
 

In August 2005, our daughter was christened here at Good Shepherd. We have loved being here 
since that time.  
 

I enjoy teaching Sunday School and assisting with the Allelluia Choir. I have also begun Altar 
Guild duties which I enjoy very much. 
 

I am honored to be asked to serve on something that my grandfather, father and sister have 
served on. I look forward to serving Good Shepherd any way I can. 
 
 

Marzena Laszewski 
 

I was raised in the Catholic Church though my family did not go to 
church very often.  My favorite part of going to church was the music 
and communion.  As a young adult, religion did not play a major role in 
my life, though I have always been a spiritual person.  By the time I was 
to be married I knew that I would want it to be in a church.  My 
husband-to-be Bill and I knew that we wanted a church that was open-
minded and welcoming to people from all walks of life yet based in the 
Christian faith.   
 

We gravitated to an archetypal old New England church, the First 
Parish in Milton, Massachusetts that was founded in 1678 and was of 

the Unitarian denomination.  The main church had a white steeple and there was a miniature 
version, the Children’s Church, where both my girls were christened.  We liked the fact that our 
minister was married and that his sermons always tied in contemporary life with the scripture.  
The members of the congregation came from many different faiths.  I joined the choir and for 
the first time fulfilled a lifelong dream to sing.   
 

After moving to Rocky Mount, I was invited to join the choir at Good Shepherd, which I did on 
February 14, 2001.  I was confirmed in 2006.  Over the past 14 years, I have grown to love our 
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church in many ways: the music, the liturgy, communion (with wine, instead of juice!), the 
welcoming congregation, the many outreach programs and the beautiful sanctuary.  I could not 
imagine going through my husband’s illness and death without the love and support of our 
church and congregation.   
 

I am honored to have been nominated by the vestry to serve as one of its members.  I admit that 
I have a lot to learn, but would embrace my commitment wholeheartedly.   I am ready to give 
back to the church. 
 
 

Jenny McKellar 
 

I am a lawyer at Battle Winslow Scott & Wiley where I 
practice employment and healthcare law with my 
husband, Scott, who is also a lawyer.  We have two 
sons – Jack, a first grader, and Matthew, a 
kindergartener, both at Winstead Avenue Elementary 
School in Rocky Mount.   

 

Scott and I grew up nearby in rural Northampton County and we both pursued our 
undergraduate and legal studies in Chapel Hill.  In 2005, we married and moved to Rocky 
Mount.   
 

When Scott and I were looking for a church home in Rocky Mount, we visited Good Shepherd 
because Scott was raised in the Episcopal Church.  I was a bit skeptical because it was so 
different from my Baptist upbringing.  However, I immediately felt welcome at Good Shepherd.  
I was impressed with the open-minded, non-judgmental nature of the Episcopal Church in 
general and our congregation in particular, as well as the beauty and solemnity of the service.    
 

In 2007, Jack was born.  I participated in a confirmation class at Good Shepherd and, in 2009, 
was confirmed by Bishop Curry.  In March 2009, Matthew was born.  Both of my sons were 
baptized here and having a church home where they feel comfortable and engaged has been 
important to me.   
 

I struggle daily with balancing the challenges of being a full-time working professional, wife 
and mother in our fast-paced world.  I am thankful to have Good Shepherd as a place to help 
center me, and I was humbled to be nominated for the Vestry.  I would consider it a great honor 
to serve.   
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Tom Moss 
 

Hello to all my fellow parishioners, 
 

My name is Tom Moss and I am one of the current candidates for the 
incoming vestry class. We started attending Good Shepherd in 1992 and I 
was confirmed a few years later. All of our three children attended the day 
school here and are/were active participants in the church. All of my 
contributions to Good Shepherd to date have been on the exterior of the 
church as the church has expanded over the years. I have helped to 

upgrade the day school playground, design and implement the cloister garden, as well as 
provide design and budget information for our future columbarium. I look at Good Shepherd 
as a special place of worship….special because of its people, its history, and its beauty. I would 
be honored to have the opportunity to be a steward of the church for the next 3 years. 
 
 
 

Ted Sherburne 
 

Member of Saint Francis Episcopal Church, Potomac, MD for 25 
years prior to moving to Rocky Mount. Member of Church of the 
Good Shepherd since 2007. 
• Served on Outreach Committee for the past six years. 
• Participated in all previous Stop Hunger Now campaigns, 
Coordinator for the March 14, 2015 program. 

• Participated in the distribution of Snack Bags 2014-2015 
• Participated in Thanksgiving Dinners for UCM for the past 6 years and coordinated the 

2014 program. 
• Member planning committee for Children's Summer Lunch Program. 
• Member of Buildings and Grounds Committee since 2012. 
• Coordinating Conetoe Family Life Center deck building project. 
• Coordinating Conetoe Beehive Initiative. 
• Participated in Gatekeepers for the past 7 years. 

 

Outreach is one of the keys to supporting and empowering those in our community who are 
struggling with personal, social and economic issues. 
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Lalor A. Smith 
 

I was born on a farm in Wilson County near Sharpsburg, N.C.  I am 
the eighth child in a family of twelve children.  My parents were of 
the Primitive Baptist faith. I was also a “Preacher’s kid.” 
 

Going away to college in Winston-Salem, N.C., I experienced culture 
shock after being surrounded by the tenets of the Primitive Baptist 
religion.  However, I was invited to attend an Episcopal Church and 
there I felt reborn.  In the early years I was a “Pew sitter,” but in 
1996, my priest asked me to be a lector.   

 

I started my professional career as a first grade teacher, and when I retired I was principal of an 
elementary school in Winston-Salem, N.C.  I have two grown children and two grandchildren.  I 
enjoy various kinds of exercise (walking, aerobics, Zumba, line dancing), reading, traveling and 
quilting.   
 

In 2005, I decided to move back home.  My former priest suggested that I call Scott White, rector 
of Good Shepherd.  After meeting with Scott, I decided to look no further for a church home.  
Since I’ve been here, I have served as a Lector, Chalice Bearer, Lay Eucharistic Minister, member 
of the Day School Commission, Office Volunteer, weekly member of the Altar Guild, delegate to 
the State Convention, and I’ve led Wednesday’s noon Morning Prayer. 
 

Service is very important to me and if elected to the Vestry, I promise, with God’s help, to 
continue to serve.   
 
 

R. Ward Sutton 
 

I now feel the time has come for me to ask you to vote for me to 
serve God better at Good Shepherd.  Listed below is a brief list of 
credentials. 
  

●    Graduated from Winterville High School Class of 1958 
●    Attended Free Will Baptist Bible College in Nashville, TN 1958 
- 1960 
      (Note:  I was a classmate with Lawrence's mother) 
●    Graduated from Cincinnati College of Mortuary Service in 
1964 

●    Came to Rocky Mount in 1964 to work for Gay Yost Funeral Home 
●    Currently, I own and operate R. Ward Sutton/Cemetery Services, a cemetery 
       specialty company relocating cemeteries all over the southern parts of the  
       United States. 
●    My family joined The Church of the Good Shepherd when Christ Church    
      closed. 
●    At Christ Church, I served as both Junior and Senior Warden. I also served as a 
      Lay Reader and Chalice Bearer. 
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●    At Good Shepherd I have served the church as a Lay Reader. 
●    I have been asked several times to be put up to serve on Vestry, but never had 
      the desire to serve. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
R. Ward Sutton 
 
 

Mac Tilley 
 

I received a phone call from the nominating committee asking if I 
would be willing to run for the vestry. I gave it two days of thought 
and decided I would be glad to serve Good Shepherd, in this 
capacity, if the congregation saw fit to elect me. I was a lifelong 
Methodist until I started dating my girlfriend, Frankie; (now my 
wife,) in 2002. I began attending the Good Shepherd with her and 
quickly grew fond of the rituals and the feel of the services.  We 
were married in the church on November 11, 2006,  and I was later 
confirmed in the church by Bishop Curry. My relationship with the 
Good Shepherd goes way back, as I was an Eagle Scout in Troop 11 
back in the early sixties and spent many happy hours in the scout 

room in the basement of the old building.  I served as scoutmaster of troop 11 from 1974 to 1976 
which was sponsored by the Good Shepherd at that time.  I am active in the men’s group, and 
for the last 13 years have represented the Good Shepherd delivering Meals-on-Wheels over that 
same period of time.  
 

If you decide to utilize my time and talents as a member of the vestry I will do my best to 
support our parish missions to the community and serve my fellow parishioners.  
 

Mac Tilley 












