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A BRIEF HISTORY OF “A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS” 
 

The service of “Nine Lessons and Carols” was first held on Christmas Eve 1918 in the 
chapel of King’s College, Cambridge.  Inspired by a similar service dating to 1880, the 
dean, Eric Milner-White, crafted this liturgy in an effort to bring more imaginative 
worship to the Church of England.   
 

With the exception of 1930, “Nine Lessons and Carols” has been broadcast from King’s 
College every year since 1928 (even during the Second World War when the ancient 
glass – thus the heat – was removed from the chapel).  Sometime in the early 1930’s the 
BBC began to play the service on their overseas programs, and today it is estimated that 
there are millions of listeners worldwide.   
 

The lessons and prayers have remained virtually unchanged since Dean Milner-White’s 
tenure; wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, these remain its 
foundation.  The power of this liturgy derives from the scripture readings – as Dean 
Milner-White wrote, “The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of 
God… [seen] through the windows and words of the Bible.”   
 

Although the pattern for “Lessons and Carols” remains the same, local concerns and 
personal circumstances affect how we experience this liturgy from year to year.  Many 
of those who took part in the first service, for example, must have recalled those killed 
in World War I when they prayed for “all those who rejoice with us, but on another 
shore and in a greater light.” May you experience Emmanuel, God with us, on this 
night and “go in heart and mind” to follow where the story leads you. 

 
 

VOLUNTARY                                            Prelude on ‘Irby’ Dom Andrew Moore 
 
HYMN 102    Irby 
 

The Hymn is printed on the next page. 
 

Verse 1 will be sung by Elli Johnson. 
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BIDDING PRAYER The Book of Occasional Services, page 31 
 

Officiant Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to 
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to 
go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from 
the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his 
holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with 
hymns and songs of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 
the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and 
especially in this country and within this city. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in 
his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those 
who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those 
who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who 
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no 
one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this 
Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.  
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 

Officiant and People  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,     
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE INVITATORY            “Bereite dich, Zion” (from the Christmas Oratorio) J. S. Bach 
             arr. Michael Burkhardt  
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Bereite dich, Zion, mit zärtlichen Trieben  
den Schönsten, den Liebsten bald bei dir zu sehn. 

 

Prepare thyself, Zion, with tender affection,  
the purest, the fairest, this day to receive. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 A Member of the Alleluia Choir 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me 
of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that 
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the 
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above 
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt 
not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                                        Adam Lay Ybounden Peter Warlock 
      

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter thought he not too long. And 
all was for an apple, an apple that he took, As clerkes finden written in their book. Ne had the 
apple taken been, the apple taken been, Ne had never our lady a been heavené queen. Blessed be 
the time that apple taken was. Therefore we moun singen Deo gracias! 
    text: 15th century carol, anonymous 

 
THE SECOND LESSON  Genesis 22:15-18 A Member of the Youth Group 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
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And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And 
said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which 
is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
HYMN 67  Psalm 42 
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THE THIRD LESSON  Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 A Member of the Readers’ Guild 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                                       Veiled In Darkness Glenn L. Rudolph 
      

Veiled in darkness Judah lay, waiting for the promised day, while across the shadowy night 
streamed a flood of glorious light, heavenly voices chanting then, “Peace on earth, goodwill to 
men.” Still the earth in darkness lies, up from death’s dark vale arise voices of a world in grief, 
prayers of men who seek relief; now our darkness pierce again, “Peace on earth, goodwill to 
men.” Light of light, we humbly pray, shine upon thy world today; break the gloom of our dark 
night, fill our souls with love and light, send thy blessed word again, “Peace on earth, goodwill 
to men.”                                                                                             text: Douglas Letel Rights 

 
THE FOURTH LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9 A Member of the Good Shepherd Choir 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: But 
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of 
the earth: The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
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HYMN 59 Merton 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON  Luke 1:22-35, 38 The Director of the Day School 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
 

And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had 
seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless. And 
it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he 
departed to his own house. And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid 
herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he 
looked on me, to take away my reproach among men. And in the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's 
name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw 
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation 
this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
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son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                                         There Is No Rose arr. Alan Bullard 
      

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu. For in this rose contained was 
Heaven and earth in little space. Alleluia. There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare 
Jesu. By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three. Alleluia. There is no rose of 
such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu.  The angels sung the shepherds to: ‘Gloria in excelsis 
Deo.’ Alleluia. There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu. Leave we all this 
worldly mirth, and follow we this joyful birth. Alleluia. There is no rose of such virtue as is the 
rose that bare Jesu.                                                                                 text: 15th Century Carol 

 
THE SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:1, 3-7 The Organist and Choir Director 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                        In The Bleak Midwinter  Gustav Holst, arr. K. Lee Scott 
      

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter long ago. Our God, Heaven cannot 
hold Him, nor earth sustain, Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. In the 
bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed, the Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ. What can I give 
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Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. If I were a wise man, I would do 
my part. Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.  text: Christina Rosetti 

 
THE SEVENTH LESSON  Luke 2:8-16 The Junior Warden 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and 
the babe lying in a manger.  
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                                Quem pastores laudavere arr. Simon Andrews             

This anthem will be sung in Latin. A poetic translation by Imogen Holst follows. 
 

Shepherds left their flocks a-straying, God's command with joy obeying, when they heard the 
angel saying: "Christ is born in Bethlehem." Wise Men came from far, and saw him: knelt in 
homage to adore him; precious gifts they laid before him: gold and frankincense and myrrh. Let 
us now in every nation sing his praise with exultation. All the world shall find salvation. In 
excelsis gloriae.                                                   text: 14th century Hoenfurth manuscript 

 
THE EIGHTH LESSON  Matthew 2:1-12 The Senior Warden 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in 
the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come 
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a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called 
the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the 
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 
 

Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
ANTHEM                               Three Kings From Persian Lands Gustav Holst             

In Bethlehem, that noble place, of Virgin Mary, full of grace, within a stable all forlorn, the 
Savior of the world is born. Refrain: Be we merry in this feast, In quo salvator natus est. [In 
which the Savior Christ is born.] Three kings from Persian lands afar, following the distant 
star: and this the quest of the travelers three, where the newborn King may be. Refrain. The 
star shines out with steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way, and there in 
worship, they bend the knee, unto the child they’d come to see. Refrain. The star of mercy the 
star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place: Gold, incense, myrrh thou cannot bring, 
so give thy heart unto the King!  Refrain.  text: Peter Cornelius 

 
THE NINTH LESSON  John 1:1-14 The Rector 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel according to John. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
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Reader Here endeth the Reading. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
HYMN 82 Divinum mysterium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 

Anthem                                      My Dancing Day arr. Ian Higginson 
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Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance to see the legend of my 
play, to call my true love to my dance: Refrain: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 
This have I done for my true love. Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly 
substance; Thus was I knit to man’s nature, to call my true love to my dance: Refrain. In a 
manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor, this was my chance, betwixt an ox and a silly 
poor ass, to call my true love to my dance: Refrain. Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I 
would my true love did so chance to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance: 
Refrain.                                                                                      text: traditional English 

 
ADVENT BLESSING The Book of Occasional Services, page 22 
 

Officiant May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin. 

 

People Amen. 
 

Officiant May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 

People Amen. 
 

Officiant May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. 

People Amen. 
 

Officiant And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

People Amen. 
 
HYMN 87  Mendelssohn 
 

The Hymn is printed on the following page. 
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VOLUNTARY                                                In dulci jubilo                     J. S. Bach 
 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735780-A. All 
rights reserved. 
 

Permission to use the hymns and service music in this service obtained from RiteSong, order 807153a2-
75c0-44de-9e03-1ac39b25af0b.  All rights reserved. 
 

 

SERVERS 
 

Audiovisual Engineer   
Ron Sowers 

 

Officiant   
Matt Johnson 

 

Organist   
Lawrence Goering 

 

Readers (in order of readings) 
Barnes Haley, Garrett Wilson, Howard Weeks, Emily Bondy, 

Katharina Johnson, Lawrence Goering, Jim Curtis, Mary Palmer, Matt Johnson 
 

Soloists   
Emily Bondy, Paul Bondy, Elli Johnson, Katharina Johnson, 

Marzena Laszewski, Barbara Mullen, Ana Katherine Weeks, Julianne Wilson 
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Drive In Eucharist 
Thursday, December 24th 
4:40 p.m. – Live Musical Prelude 
5:00 p.m. – Service Begins 
 

We have put together a Drive In Christmas Eve Service, which will allow you to come 
in your comfy clothes with little ones in their PJs and blankies to celebrate the birth of 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Although the service begins at 5:00 p.m., live musical offerings will begin at 4:40 p.m., 
so we’re asking you to arrive no later than 4:30 p.m.  When you enter the parking lot, a 
vestry member will show you where to park so everyone’s car can face the parish hall 
(the Flower Guild has plans to transform the area in front of our parish hall into a 
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  
AND DAY SCHOOL 

 

231 N. Church St., Rocky Mount, NC 27804 
www.goodshepherdrmt.org    (252) 442-1134 

 

Sunday Services  8:00 (public) and 10:30 a.m. (live stream) 
 
 
 
 

sacred space with light and decorative touches befitting the season).  To help you 
participate in the service, Matt, Velinda, Lawrence (with piano), singers, and readers 
will be at the top of the steps where you can see them, and their microphones will be 
connected to an FM transmitter so you’ll be able to hear everything live through your 
car radio (we’ll let you know the frequency when you arrive). 
 

We hope you’ll decorate your cars (Christmas window pictures, reindeer antlers, festive 
lights, large Santa hats – the tackier the better!)  Also, it would be helpful if you would 
make a sign to put under your windshield indicating how many in your car would like 
to receive communion (only the bread will be administered).  In addition to 
communion, we’ll also bring the offering plate to you – you can stay in your car the 
whole time! 
 

To help us prepare, please call Tom Parker, our Parish Administrator, at 252-442-1134 to 
let us know you’re coming) 
 
Traditional Christ Mass 
Thursday, December 24th 
10:00 p.m. -- Live Musical Prelude 
10:30 p.m. -- Service Begins 
via livestream at gslive.org 
 

Since about A.D. 430, Christians have gathered around midnight on Christmas Eve for 
the Christ Mass, a communion service in thanksgiving for the birth of Christ.  This year 
Good Shepherd will be celebrating this service, which is conducted in traditional 
Elizabethan (Rite I) English with scripture readings from the King James Bible, virtually 
at gslive.org. 
 
Christmas Morning Outdoor Eucharist 
Friday, December 25th, at 10:30 a.m. 
on the Parish Hall walkway 
 

Join us on Christmas Morning for a simple, spoken, outdoor service of Holy 
Communion.  Be sure to bundle up, and remember to bring a chair and wear a mask. 

 
 

 
 


